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WELCOME TO 
THE 2019 FESTIVAL 
FINDING A FRESH PERSPECTIVE ON OUR CULTURAL 
HERITAGE THROUGH MUSIC, DANCE AND EDUCATION 

Andrew Forbes
Artistic Director

We’re lucky to have Glasgow’s oldest building 
as our base, not only for its wonderful 

acoustics, but also for the centuries of history 
contained within. This year’s festival takes many 
familiar genres – including dance, folk music, 
oratorio – and presents them in new ways, 
giving you opportunities to see the familiar in a 
completely new light.

After the success of last year’s jazz night we 
return to Drygate Brewery for two events, and a 
collaboration with Glasgow Experimental Music 
Series takes us to the atmospheric vaults beneath 
the cathedral for an exploration of sound and 
space by two of the UK’s leading young composers. 
The festival comes to a finale with our biggest 
event yet, as John Butt conducts the UK premiere 
of a new completion of Mozart’s Requiem. 
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Our free tours have always been incredibly 
popular, and since last year’s stained glass tour 
was over-subscribed we’re offering it again, so 
those who missed out can get another chance 
to hear about the cathedral’s beautiful windows. 
For those who prefer to be outdoors, we’re 
also offering a fascinating exploration of the 
graveyard and its more noteworthy residents. 
GCF is immensely grateful to the volunteer 
guides who lead these tours, giving their time 
and knowledge freely in order to share their 
passion for this remarkable building.

Stained Glass Tour
Event 5
Friday 27th, 2pm

‘Bringing up the Bodies’
Graveyard Tour
Event 8
Saturday 28th, 11am

EDUCATION
PROJECT
In GCF’s first large-scale education project, we 
bring together pupils from Anniesland Primary 
School and St Mungo’s RC Primary School to 
work together throughout September. With 
guidance from a team of professional music 
educators, the students will write music and 
lyrics as they explore the history and themes 
surrounding Mozart’s Requiem. This allows 
them to learn about the creative process – 
and the importance of heritage and culture 
– as they devise a new work for this free 
performance in the cathedral.

Education Project
Sharing Session
Event 1
Thursday 26th, 1pm

FREE 
TOURS
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TWILIGHT
IN THE CRYPT

Thursday 26th, 9:30pm
Lower Church

Glasgow Cathedral

Tickets £10/6
Event 3

Please be aware there is 
no step-free access to 

the event space

DANIEL PIORO • 
JAMES MCVINNIE
Join two of the UK’s most innovative musicians, Daniel Pioro (violin) 
and James McVinnie (organ), as they play with the cathedral’s vast 
ambience in a groundbreaking musical journey through four 
centuries of music. Transporting you from the emotive drama 
of Biber’s 17th-century Rosary Sonatas to the poetic lyricism of 
Vaughan Williams’s Lark Ascending, their exploration 
also visits contemporary American composer Nico 
Muhly’s ambient Drones for Violin; a haiku-
like balance of blank space and unwavering 
tones. This performance opens our evening 
concert series, and the programme of 
new works alongside such well-known 
favourites is not to be missed.

Thursday 26th, 7:30pm
Glasgow Cathedral

Tickets £20/15/7
Event 2

Lattice (Hunter Coblentz) is composed for 
four musicians and 27 glasses, tuned to 
a series of pitches spiralling away from 
a central key towards infinite space. As 
performers tilt the singing glasses from 
side to side, we hear the changes in pitch 
produce pulsing, fizzing interactions that 
fill the cavernous space with ethereal, 
wandering music.

Dhātu (Edwin Hillier) is a spatial composition, 
scored for two percussionists, three singers, 
and live electronics. These elements combine to 
create a constellation of fragile overtones from 
singing bowls and other metals, bowed and struck 
by the performers, manipulated by the grainy  
lo-fi electronics of analogue dictaphones. With 
the audience surrounded by an immersive 
speaker setup and performers moving through 
the space, this late-night performance will be a 
visceral and unique experience.

At our first-ever GCF late, we descend to the vaulted 
crypt for a collaboration with Glasgow Experimental 
Music Series, presenting world premieres by Edwin 
Hillier and Hunter Coblentz, two young composers at 
the forefront of the UK’s new music scene.
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Winner of the 2014 Royal Over-Seas League Ensemble 
Competition, the Solem Quartet was formed in 2011 
at the University of Manchester. The quartet enjoys a 
busy concert schedule performing at venues including 
Wigmore Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, and Bridgewater 
Hall. Their repertoire is extensive, spanning the 
period from early Haydn to a broad spectrum of living 
composers including Larry Goves, Anna Meredith, 
John Luther Adams and Emily Howard, whose quartet 
Afference they performed in a BBC Proms Extra 
broadcast, live on BBC Radio 3.

The quartet has been commissioned to undertake 
a Beethoven and Bartók cycle beginning in 2020, 
featuring performances of Bartók from memory, 

alongside Beethoven’s late quartets. GCF is 
delighted to welcome the group to Glasgow, 
where they perform one of these Beethoven 
works, alongside Haydn’s emotive Op.20 
No.5 quartet, a significant piece that 
tests the limits of instrumental expression.

SOLEM
QUARTET

Friday 27th, 1:00pm
Glasgow Cathedral

Free entry
Event 4

STEP +

MEZCLA

Friday 27th, 6:30pm
Event Space
Drygate Brewing Co.
Glasgow 
G4 0UT

Tickets £10/6
Event 6

Reflecting on Scotland’s rich culture of ceilidhs 
and social dancing, Step + brings together  
movement, music and spoken word in the 
relaxed atmosphere of Drygate Brewery. 
Specially produced for GCF2019, the project is 
a collaboration between Scottish stepdancer 
Alison Carlyle and early music ensemble 
Concerto Caledonia. 

Step + traces the evolution of Scotland’s 
dance traditions between the 1700s and the 
present day, depicting dance’s communities, 
people, and places, as it contemplates themes 
of national identity, loss and memory. Drygate 
is the perfect setting for the evening, with its 
intimate event space and huge selection of 
craft beers (and other drinks), just a stone’s 
throw from the cathedral.

Drygate Brasserie is open for dinner between 
Step+ and Mezcla. Reservation is required, 
please call 0141 212 8815 to book.

Friday 27th, 9:00pm
Event Space
Drygate Brewing Co.
Glasgow 
G4 0UT

Tickets £10/6
Event 7

This event is not 
suitable for those 
under the age of 18

Haydn Quartet No.23 in 
F Minor, Op.20 No.5
Beethoven Quartet No.12 
in E-flat Major, Op.127

Mezcla are a Glasgow-based world/jazz fusion 
ensemble currently making waves throughout the 
UK. Led by bass player David Bowden (BBC Young 
Scottish Jazz Musician of the Year 2017), the band 
features some of Scotland’s brightest stars and is 
attracting attention for its innovative blend of soulful 
jazz and energetic grooves. Skilfully fusing influences 
from West Africa to Latin America and beyond, Mezcla’s 
music is distinguished by its uplifting melodies, 
shimmering textures, and visceral improvisation.

Nominated for ‘Best Band’ at the 2018 Scottish Jazz 
Awards, they have been touted by Jazz FM, BBC Radio 
Scotland and BBC Radio 3. Recent highlights have 
included a sell-out gig at the Edinburgh Jazz Festival, 
BBC Music’s ‘Biggest Weekend’, and London Jazz 
Festival 2018.
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JOHN BUTT CONDUCTS
A NEW MOZART REQUIEM
Mozart’s Requiem is an enduring favourite, 
with moments of almighty terror contrasting 
with delicate counterpoint and a radiant 
quartet of soloists. The work exists in several 
versions, as Mozart died before he could 
finish the manuscript, and we give it a fresh 
lease of life in this concert, performing a 
new completion by Gregory Spears with the 
combined forces of Glasgow Cathedral Choir 
and Glasgow University Chapel Choir. 

Mozart was influenced by earlier music—the 
Requiem even begins with a conspicuous 
borrowing from a Handel funeral anthem. 
Gregory Spears therefore looks backwards 
to Mozart’s compositional techniques and 
instrumentation for guidance, as he melds 

new material for the missing movements in 
a style that pays homage to the Requiem’s 
original mix of new and old.   

Before the Mozart, we present Bruckner’s 
richly symphonic second mass. Although 
Bruckner broke fresh ground with the musical 
language he used in this work, he also looked 
to the past, finding inspiration in the ancient 
traditions of Gregorian chant. Establishing 
precedents that persist even into today’s 
church compositions, the mass is the ideal 
companion to the new Spears version of 
Mozart’s abiding classic.

Saturday 28th, 7:30pm
Glasgow Cathedral

Tickets £20/15/7
Event 9

John Butt conductor
Mhairi Lawson soprano
Beth Taylor mezzo-soprano
Christopher Bowen tenor
Brian Bannatyne-Scott bass

Glasgow Cathedral Choir
Glasgow University Chapel Choir

Bruckner Mass No.2
in E Minor

Mozart Requiem in D Minor,
completion by Gregory Spears
(UK Premiere)

STUDENTS, UNEMPLOYED
AND UNDER-18S

ACCESSIBILITY
FOR ALL

GETTING
HERE

We want everybody to be able to enjoy the arts, and to learn more about culture. It’s why our 
tours and lunchtime events are free and unticketed. However, we realise that not everybody is 
available during the daytime, so we’ve also made reduced-price tickets to our evening events 
available to anyone under 18, currently in higher education, or registered unemployed. 

We are extremely lucky to be able to host the festival in Glasgow’s beautiful, medieval cathedral, 
which is both an active Christian church and a historic monument. The festival is open to all, 
and we are delighted to welcome people of all backgrounds throughout the weekend.

All of our event spaces and toilet facilities are accessible via ramp, elevator or stairlift, with 
the exception of the Lower Church (used for Event 3), which is unfortunately only accessible 
by staircase. All amplified spoken word will be broadcast on the cathedral’s induction loop. 
We are happy to take requests for BSL interpretation and a programme-reading service. If you 
have any questions, concerns or requests regarding accessibility at GCF2019, please contact 
us by email at info@gcfestival.com or by telephone on 0141 552 8198.

by car    free parking available during GCF2019 in the cathedral precinct

by train   High Street Station is 500m from the cathedral and Drygate

by bus   several stops nearby on Cathedral Street, Stirling Road and Castle Street

Drygate Brewing Co. is less than 500m away from the cathedral on John Knox Street. 
The Step + and Mezcla performances will take place in the event space on the first floor. 
Enter via the restaurant at ground level, or using the wooden staircase outdoors.
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See our full performance schedule at: 

rcs.ac.uk/boxoffice
0141 332 5057

• 600+ public performances each year
• Music, Opera, Drama and Dance
• World top 10 for performing arts education*
• Partnerships with the National Artistic Companies
• International Visiting Artists

*Q
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SCOTLAND’S 
FESTIVAL OF 
VOCAL & 
CHORAL MUSIC

2019
17 – 20 OCTOBER

standrewsvoices.com

VOCAL & VOCAL & VOCAL & VOCAL & VOCAL & VOCAL & 
CHORAL MUSICCHORAL MUSICCHORAL MUSIC

20192019
17 – 20 OCTOBER

201920192019
17 – 20 OCTOBER

FESTIVAL OF FESTIVAL OF FESTIVAL OF 
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 date        event        ticket price             number required     total cost

  III

   II   I

BOOKING
INFORMATION
www.gcfestival.com
Although the easiest way to book tickets is online, if you prefer pen and paper then please 
detach this form instead. Tickets ordered after the 20th September will not be posted out, but 
will be available for collection at the box office before the event.

Thursday 26th September

Friday 27th September

Saturday 28th September

Event 1 Education Project Sharing Session   1–2pm

Event 2 Daniel Pioro • James McVinnie   7:30–8:30pm

Event 3 Twilight in the Crypt   9:30–10:30pm

Event 4 Solem Quartet   1–2pm

Event 5 Stained Glass Tour   2–3:30pm

Event 6 Step +   6:30–7:30pm

Event 7 Mezcla   9:00–10:30pm

Event 8 Graveyard Tour   11am–12:30pm

Event 9 A new Mozart Requiem 7:30–9:30pm

  TOTAL (TICKETS)      £

  POSTAGE COST        £ 1 .00

  DONATION        £

  GRAND TOTAL          £

NAME

ADDRESS

EMAIL

PHONE

POSTCODE

RETURN FORM & CHEQUE TO: GLASGOW CATHEDRAL FESTIVAL
GLASGOW CATHEDRAL
CASTLE STREET
GLASGOW G4 0QZ

  PAYMENT FOR POSTAL ORDERS
  BY CHEQUE ONLY. PLEASE MAKE
  ANY CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:
  THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
  OF GLASGOW CATHEDRAL

please direct any enquiries to:
info@gcfestival.com
or call the office on: 0141 552 8198

Please note that this programme may be subject to alteration in the event of unforeseen circumstances.
All information is correct at the time of going to press, and any amendments will be posted online.

Ticket pricing bands

Full price

I II III

Please indicate number of tickets 
required in each pricing bandStudents/jobseekers

IV

  £20   £15   £7
  £10   £6

  £10   £6

  £10   £6

  £20

(Free entry, not ticketed)

  £15   £7

(Free entry, not ticketed)

Rear stalls/side aisles

  IV Free tours
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